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Shahu delighted with Balaji's success, removed Bahiro
Pingle from the post of Peshwa wherein he had so signally
failed and on the 16th November 1713 conferred it on
Balaji Vishvanath *. At the same time he directed Balaji
to unite the forces of the kingdom against Damaji Thorat.
After the failure of Balaji's expedition, Shahu had called
on the Pant Sachiv to reduce the graceless filibuster.
Naro Shankar the Pant Sachiv was still a tiny child, but
his mutalik or agent took him on field service to encourage
the troops. Unfortunately Damaji Thorat proved as
formidable in battle as in low intrigue. He overthrew
the Pant Sachiv's troops and took the little boy and his
mutalik prisoners. These also the king ransomed, Before
Balaji started on the third expedition, Shahu, anxious to
give Damaji Thorat a last chance of returning to his
allegiance, invited him to meet him at Jejuri and promised
him a safe conduct. There he graciously received the
rebel chieftain and offered him the mowt favourable terms.
Confident in the strength of the castle and in his numerous
and well-trained bands, Thorat bore himself with such
overweening pride as to make reconciliation impossible.
The king dismissed him and the royal commanders converged
on Damaji Thorat's castle. Damaji met the king's troops
in the open but for all his skill he was beaten and driven
into Hingangaon. He defended himself bravely behind
his castle walls, but they were breached and the place
stormed. Damaji Thorat was taken, prisoner and sent to
a dungeon in Purandar. His fortress was utterly destroyed
and the spot where it had stood was ploughed up by
donkeys. The king was more pleased than ever with
Balaji, To reward him and at the same time to show his
displeasure at the Pant SacMv's failure, Shahu took from
the latter the fort of Purandar and the town of Sasvad
and conferred them on Balaji Vishvanath, Balaji in turn

? Grant Doffs statement that the Pant Sachiv's mother Yesubai gave Purandar
to Balaji as a sign of her gratitude is incorrect. The governorships of the fort,
were still to the gift of the kin*, Rlvasat II.. n. 50.